The background statement is "symbolic in that it represents how difficult it is to define a unique value proposition," said Goldman. It emphasizes how physicians have more training and work longer hours than other health professionals, but this emphasis is not "lofty enough." It also "hints at the alchemy of diagnosis," and Goldman believes this is crucial. "Physicians are ones that formulate plans from diagnosis."
But the key to defining the physician's unique value is the ability to define scope of practice, according to Goldman. "Nurse practitioners think The crux of the issue is that "the public doesn't really know what we do," said Dr. Tim Nicholas, chair of the CMA working group. "The more we do on this, the more it helps us as a prof and as a patient." CMA President Dr. Louis Hugo Francescutti said this discussion should be "never-ending," but added that the CMA will have a definition in time for its 150 th anniversary in 2017. "This is the soul of what we do." DOI:10.1503/cmaj.109-4878 
